James R Marmion Exploits in the Civil War
The information below was taken from the books  The War of the Rebellion. This record shows the importance that James R Marmion played in this conflict, first as a soldier and then as a Marine in the Confederate Navy.
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Chap. XI
CORRESPONDENCE, ETC—CONFEDERATE


OPERATIONS IN TEX., N. MEX., AND ARIZ.
[CHAP. XI.






HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS,






San Antonio, TX. September 9Q, 1861.

Brig. Gen. P. 0. Hebert:


SIR:
By request of your aide, Lieutenant Wilson. I make the fol-

lowing report of troops, arms, &c., as I understand them to be, in this

department:


General Van Dorn made requisitions on the governor for three regi-

ments of infantry, one each for Galveston, Victoria, and Fort Brown; also for seven companies of artillery (one to be light), for Fort Brown, Saluria, San Luis, Galveston, and Sabine Pass; but I do not understand exactly how he intended to place them all. Also five companies of cavalry, one for Sabine Pass and the coast to Bolivar Point; three for Galveston, and one for the coast west of that place. I have directed the troops intended for Galveston and Sabine Pass to report to Colonel Moore, for muster and orders; those for Victoria to report at that Place

to Maj. A. M. Haskell, for the same purpose; those for Saluria, to Capt. ID. D. Shea, for the same purpose. At Saluria there are, or soon will be, two companies of artillery. The troops for Fort Brown are to be mustered into service here. One company of artillery (Captain Marmion) has been mustered, and will be sent on in a few days. Captain Kampmann’s company of infantry was mustered in yesterday (19th),

and will be sent in a few days to Camp Verde, and Captain Buquor’s company, now at that place, sent to Fort Brown. The governor has selected Victoria and Millican as the points for the two camps of instruction for the twenty companies of the reserve army. Major Haskell has been ordered to Victoria to establish that depot, muster in and supply the troops, and command them. Lieutenant Dinkins has been ordered there to assist him. He wants Lient. J. Sparks (now at Houston on duty) also, but I do not see how I can let him have him, as there is no other officer that I know of that I can send to muster in the troops at Millican. There is no quartermaster or commissary that can be sent to Millican at present to establish that depot and supply the troops; but Major Maclin, chief quartermaster, &c., Department of Texas, will send an agent there for that purpose. I have designated no officer to command that camp. I know of no one at all suitable, but shall instruct Lieutenant Sparks to put them to drilling, under their captains, until a commander be sent them. Colonel Forshey is in command at San Luis, at the mouth of the Brazos, but I do not know what troops or arms he has there. Several companies are now waiting at Victoria to be mustered in, so I learn. I have directed that one of the cavalry companies be mustered in at that place. General Sibley’s brigade is filling up

rather slowly; twelve or thirteen companies are here and mustered in; others are expected daily. He talks of taking three regiments with him from this point, under instructions from the adjutant-general and an agreement between him and General’ Van Dorn. To aid him, this department will be entirely stripped of every tent, all the clothing of every kind, and nearly all other quartermasters’ stores. His transportation will have to be done by contract, or there would be none left in the department. Col. John S. Ford is at Fort Brown, where he has three or four companies of his own regiment (Second Texas Mounted Rifles), and the other six companies are under command of Lieutenant-Colonel Baylor, and scattered from Fort Clark to Fort Bliss, and probably much farther up into Arizona and New Mexico. I regret to say that there is considerable confusion throughout this regiment, and there is nothing in the office here by which I can learn or know where all the companies are or know what they are doing; but I have directed Colonel Ford and Lieutenant-Colonel Baylor to inform me of their localities as early as possible. One company of regular cavalry, under Lieutenant Ingraham, C. S. Army, is at Fort Inge. My own regiment (First Texas Mounted Rifles) is stationed on the north. and northwestern frontiers, from Fort McKavett to Red River; but the camp of three companies on Red River will be broken up and the troops removed in a short time to Fort Belkuap, as General Pike desires them to be withdrawn from their present proximity to the Indian Territory, and they cannot very well winter where they are. Col. 11. R. Garland, late of the Seventh U. S. Infantry, has been sent to Northern Texas (Dallas), to muster into the service the regiments of Colonels Stone and Johnson. Colonel Stone’s regiment has been, I have no doubt, mustered by this time, and will be gone in a few days to join the troops in Western Missouri. I have heard nothing of Colonel Johnson’s movements, and cannot tell what his prospects for getting off. Colonel Gregg, of the same section, has called on me for arms, &c. (by order of the Secretary of War), for his regiment, and, as they are not on hand, I of course could not comply with the order. Captain Mechling’s company of light artillery has been ordered to Galveston, and is only waiting the completion of his caissons, which will be ready in two or three weeks. There is not more than enough (if enough) small-arms in the depot here to arm one regiment. There are some arms at Harrisburg, left there by Lieutenant Haskell, and there are some small-arms at Fort Brown; but I am unable to give you a correct idea of the quantity or quality at either place. The companies coining into service at Victoria and Fort Brown are poorly armed at best, and some of them have none at all; and if you do not need them at Harrisburg or Galveston, they had better be sent to this place or Victoria at once. Lient. James Baltzell, C. S. Army, has been directed to remain here and muster such troops as may be reported here into service for Fort Brown. The prisoners of war, except the officers, numbering about 325, are at Camp Verde. The officers throughout the Department are remarkably slow in making their reports (my own regiment among them), when they make them at all, and, until this is remedied, no commanding officer can do justice to the troops or the service in this department.


I had hoped to see you here before this time, and regret to learn that

you will not be here for some days yet; but, if it is your desire that I remain here and attend to the vast amount of business coming in here every day, I will do so until it will suit you to relieve me. But since the position is a perplexing one to me, it would gratify me much to be relieved as soon as convenient to you.





I am, most respectfully, your obedient servant,







E. McCULLOCH






Colonel, Commanding Department. 
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  CHAP. XXVII   W. FLA., S. ALA., S. MISS., LA., TEX., N. MEX. 







HEADQUARTERS,







Matagorda, January 4, 1863.

Lient. JAMES PERRY BRYAN, Adjutant:


SIR: In the afternoon of December the 30th I received a communication from Captain Marmion, of the steam gunboat John F. Carr, through Captain Crofts, of the Steamer Cora, that if I should hear any firing from the Carr to come over or send a detachment of 30 men.


Not long after receiving this intelligence I heard several guns from the Carr, which was then lying in the bay near the peninsula, and opposite the town of Matagorda. I immediately placed my men, consisting of 1 lieutenant, 4 non-commissioned officers, and 35 privates, together with 3 volunteers from the town of Matagorda (commanded by myself), on board of the Cora, and started from the wharf for the Carr, which I reached about sunset. Upon consultation with Captains Marmion and Hall it was agreed that we should make a night attack upon the enemy’s encampment or entrenchment, provided we deemed it prudent after reconnoitering.


The plan was to land our force, consisting of my own men and 15 from the gunboats, including officers, on the peninsula by the small boats~ move up to within a safe distance, reconnoiter, and, if prudent, make the attack. The steamers Carr and Cora were lying at anchor about 1,000 to 1,200 yards from the peninsula. We left these steamers in ‘the small boats for the peninsula about 10 o’clock p. in., and after running about half way to the shore a most terrific norther began to

blow, which induced us to abandon the attack and order a return to the steamers.


The boat in which were Captains Marmion, Hall, Lubbock, and myself, together with Mr. Wilcox, of the Signal Corps, and three others, succeeded in reaching the steamers. The two other boats filled and sank, and 18 of my men were lost, together with the 3 volunteers above mentioned, to wit: Sergeants Matthews and Jones, Corporal McKinley, Privates McKinley, Counor, J. and F. Secrist, Thomas Wadsworth,

James Seaborn, May, Meneley, Walton, A. C. Johnson, Hines, Gibson, Copeland, and Howell; George M. Bowie has not been found, but no doubt he was drowned; volunteers, James Rugeley, Duggan, and Lake. Fifteen minutes longer and the whole party would have landed, and I believe we could have taken the enemy, as they numbered but few, if any, more than we did.


When our men who escaped drowning reached their entrenchments, about 12 o’clock in., their fires were still burning. While attempting to reach the steamers several of my men discharged their guns, and immediately rockets were thrown up from their steamers on the outside, and I think at that time the enemy left their entrenchments. 

Never did an undertaking at its commencement appear more auspicious or one which ended more disastrously. As 1 am now too few in numbers to discharge my duties fully at this post I would be glad to have Lieutenant Davis relieved at Elliott’s Ferry by a company or detachment. Let him return to his company. -





Very respectfully, your obedient servant,







E.S. RUGELEY,





Captain Company D, Brown’s Regiment T. C.
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 CHAP. XLVI
CORRESPONDENCE, ETC. — CONFEDERATE







HOUSTON, January 5, 1864.

Brig. Gen. H. P. BEE:


GENERAL:
I am instructed by Major-General Magruder to enclose copies of communications * received from Lieutenant Stubbs, signal officer, and Captain Marmion, commanding flotilla at Matagorda. He desires that you will not permit the enemy to fortify on the peninsula, as would seem to be their intention from Marmion’s report. In sending forces down the peninsula you will be especially

careful to have a sufficiently large force at the mouth of the Caney to keep the enemy from capturing the forces you send below that point to prevent the enemy from fortifying. You are authorized to make use of the naval forces at Matagorda in conjunction with any land attack that may be made. In all other particulars you must rely on your own judgment and that of the officers conducting the expedition under your orders, the commanding general being too distant to give anything more than a general idea of what should be the plan of action and what should be accomplished. Should you find it advisable to send troops in the steamers to co-operate with the land attack, you will do so, and in the opinion of the commanding
general it would be a good move. He is detained here by matters of vital importance, but will join you at the earliest possible moment.








W.A. ALSTON,







Assistant Adjutant-General.
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CHAP. XLVI   CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.CONFEDERATE





HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF OBSERVATION,






Camp Wharton, January 8, 1864.

Capt. E. P. TURNER,

Asst. Adjt. Gem, District of Texas, &c.:


SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of two communications dated January 5, 1864. The communication* from Captain Marmion is the first and only information I have received on the subject. I hear but seldom from the mouth of Caney, and only through Captain Turner. in accordance with instructions I shall

proceed as soon as possible to the Caney, and take with me Woods’ Brigade. Likens’ regiment moved yesterday to support Colonel Buchel. I am ordered “under no circumstances to permit the enemy to gain possession of the mouth of the Caney or Bernard.”


I will comply with the order as far as possible to do so, but as the works at those points are not finished, nor any guns at hand to place in them, I shall have to rely on my troops alone to defend it, and my ability to do so will depend upon the force the enemy brings.


In this connection I ask to make a few suggestions, being the result of my best judgment and fully aware of the situation. We must win the first fight we have; it is all-important to inspirit the people, strengthen the wavering, and create confidence. Its loss, however unimportant it may be, will be injurious to the morale of army and people. We need not disguise from ourselves that the enemy are in earnest; that when they move, if up the beach; it will be in force superior by three to one to what we can bring against them at the month of Caney or Bernard; add to this the fire of their gun-boats at easy range, and the odds become much more disproportional. The mouth of Caney, in my opinion, unless fully fortified

in accordance with the plans of the general commanding, cannot be held for an hour against such a force as I have presumed, for I should not deem it prudent to risk the light batteries on the beach, for the reason that if the horses are killed they cannot be replaced, and then in case of retreat the pieces might have to be left, as the country is open and a panic might ensue.


I therefore respectfully suggest that every available spade be sent to Velasco, and the east side of the Brazos, a deep and wide river, be our first line of defense, and our best effort be made there. If we can foil them there, they must leave the coast and the range of their gun-boats (which at once reduces the odds against us). and attempt to turn the position. The same troops will be still available against them, as the river is equally wide and deep for miles above. Should our works be completed at Velasco, then the Bernard should next be fortified, and last the Caney. As it now is our laboring force is divided between the three points, and if the enemy move as soon as we may expect, none of these works will be available. The enemy can do us no harm so long as they keep on the beach, and we ought to be able to drive him back if they leave it, and I would reserve my men, so valuable to us, as their places cannot be supplied, for their

main attack on the vital portions of the State.


The coast still in our possession is useless to us in a commercial and military sense, and is held as a matter of laudable pride. Its loss by us does not advance the enemy in the work of conquest, and would be a barren victory except as to Galveston, which I would hold if possible. I would respectfully call the attention of the general commanding to the fact that there is but one ferry-boat at Velasco, and suggest that a sufficient number of boats be made in the vicinity of Columbia without the least delay. I hear nothing of the bridge being built on the Bernard, and fear valuable time has been lost, for to make any defense at time mouth of Caney a considerable number of troops must go there, and the means of crossing are entirely inadequate. The question of supply is now all-important.

The troops must move from the camp to-morrow or next day. The supply of forage is exhausted, and the roads are so bad that it cannot be hauled. The only remedy is to move to the corn-cribs. Every effort should be made to concentrate corn at Columbia and Brazoria, to be held solely for the use of the troops when they may be employed

on the coast near Velasco. As it now is, there would be nothing to feed a horse with. I assure the general that hauling supplies for this army is now impracticable, and should it rain again in a few days the campaign in this section is over for three months.


Forage cannot now be obtained in any quantity at a less distance

than 50 miles from Velasco, on the Caney near Wharton. The consumption is about 2,000 bushels per day, which will soon consume the corn for 100 miles around. This adds very much to the difficulties in the way of the general commanding, but will also serve to confine the enemy to the coast until spring. I shall at once ascertain if the enemy are throwing up works on the beach, and drive them off. Shall communicate with our flotilla and do everything to comply with the orders of the general. in thus briefly recounting all that I have no doubt is familiar to the major-general commanding, it is but to remind him that a failure on my part to carry out instructions, as contained in his letter to me dated Houston, January

5, 1864, will be due to circumstances over which I have no control.


The weather has been very severe; men and animals have suffered the latter for three days without forage. Sick report this morning, 285, not including Likens’ regiment. I would suggest that the signal corps be ordered to establish communications between the month of Caney and Velasco. It is not now in operation.


I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,








H.P. BEE,







Brigadier- General, Commanding.
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CHAP. XLVI
CONFEDERATE CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.




HDQRS. P1ST. OF TEXAS, NEW MEXICO, AND ARIZONA,






Houston, January 22, 1864—5 p.m.

Brig. Gen. H. P. BEE,

Commanding Army in the Field:


GENERAL:
Information has just reached the commanding general

of the landing of the enemy below the month of the Caney. He directs me to instruct you to prevent the enemy from gaining possession of the mouth of the Caney, if possible. You will order Captain Marmion to attack him from the bay. Should you be able you will drive him off, but you will bear in mind that if you advance

down the peninsula to attack him he will probably send troops in your rear, east of the Caney, if possible. The major-general commanding thinks this movement of the enemy on the peninsula a feint to draw troops and attention from Galveston. The order sent you to-day directed you to keep your troops in readiness to move at

a moment’s warning to Columbia, except the troops on and near the coast between Caney and Velasco, inclusive, and Duff’s regiment.


Twenty thousand Yankees arrived a few days since at the mouth of the Mississippi River, destined for Texas. If many transports loaded with troops have passed west, this expedition may have gone or may go there to re-enforce the enemy confronting you.

Galveston will probably be attacked in great force, and the major-general commanding thinks this expedition is intended for that place. He leaves for Galveston in the morning with Green’s division, dismounted, but will return in two days if it is not attacked.


The major-general commanding directs that you inform him if any transports with troops have passed west, and at what time. You will defend the mouth of Caney, Bernard, and Brazos, but must exercise your own judgment. The enemy may wish to get possession of our works at the month of Caney by a combined attack of land and river forces. This you will prevent, if possible, at the same time keeping an eye on the rest of the coast. In the mean time you will keep the major-general informed of your and those of the enemy.




I am, &c.,








S. P. YANCEY,







Assistant Adjutant-General.
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CHAP. XLVI  LOUISIANA AND THE TRANS-MISSISSIPPI.





HDQRS. DIST. OF TEXAS, NEW MEXICO, AND ARIZONA,





Galveston, January 26, 1864
Lient. S. D. YANCEY,

Assistant Adjutant-General:


Countermand the order and turn back the artillery companies ordered to Galveston that are from the reserve. Inform General Bee that Gibson’s battery has been ordered to report to him at Mrs. Ewing’s plantation, or if not there, then to Colonel Buchel. Major Willke will remain at the mouth of the Bernard and bring his other section there. Jones and Hughes’ batteries, ordered to Galveston, you will order back to report to General Bee at Mrs. Ewing’s, or in his absence, to Colonel Buchel in his camp. McMahan’s battery will be ordered to Cedar Lake, if not already there. As soon as either Hughes’ or Jones’ battery arrives at Cedar Lake, Gibson’s battery will be ordered back to the east side of the Brazos, at Velasco. Thus General Bee will have Moseley’s, McMahan’s, and Gibson’s at once, and Hughes’ and Jones’ batteries, making, after he shall have sent back Gibson’s battery to the east side Brazos, at Velasco, four batteries with which to defend the Caney. He will place as many long-range infantry on the east side of Caney and in the works there as may be necessary to defend the works there and the line. It is not supposed that this will require a great many infantry, or cavalry acting as infantry. General Bee will hold the rest of his forces on the road leading from Buchel’s camp to the beach, and far enough from the beach to be out of the range of the enemy’s fire from his ships. He will employ his wagons to haul corn and provisions from the Caney, and between the Caney and Bernard, if practicable, keeping cavalry enough for his operations and sending the horses back to forage, if necessary. Should the enemy force the Caney, General Bee will attack him with the troops on the road above mentioned, as he advances on the beach east of the Caney, taking care to break down the bridge over East Bayou, which empties into the Caney. It is supposed the enemy will thus be defeated in his efforts. General Bee will order Colonel Luckett to move with his brigade to the month of the Bernard as soon as the attack takes place at the Caney, and if all the batteries above designated shall have joined General Bee, he will make use of them to endeavor to repulse the enemy at the Caney. Should he think, after trying, that he will fail to do so, he will detach two of the batteries to return rapidly to Churchill’s Ferry to report to Colonel Luckett at the mouth of San Bernard, to assist in the defense of that point. Colonel Luckett will be ordered to hold the San Bernard until General Bee can place his artillery at or near the mounds between the Bernard and Brazos, to which point he Will withdraw Luckett’s forces and all others, and charge the enemy, if he marches up, with his whole force, after using his artillery to the best advantage. Colonel Luckett will, of course, only be ordered to the mound after ascertaining that he cannot possibly hold the works at the San Bernard any longer.


General Bee will, after passing his army and material over Churchill’s Ferry, destroy the bridge or boats by which he shall have passed the river. If possible to save the boats, he will have them towed or rowed up the river. They will be destroyed only in the event of there being danger of their falling into the hands of the enemy. General Bee will obstruct the roads on his line of retreat

from Caney wherever they pass through timber, by felling trees across the road; for this purpose he will leave a strong force of negro axmen to follow his rear, escorted by a sufficient force of cavalry. Commodore Leon Smith will order Captain Marmion to follow the enemy on his march up the peninsula from Dog Island Bar up, to annoy his march and participate, as far as in his power, in the defense of the Caney. Should the enemy force the Caney, Commodore Smith will direct the flotilla to proceed to Matagorda, disembark the troops, burn the flotilla, and move the guns to Columbia or Richmond. In the latter case General Bee will give the necessary

orders to Captain Rugeley’s Company, or to any troops at Matagorda, to keep on the alert at Matagorda and Trespalacios and communicate with him constantly, but to retreat toward Columbia should the enemy advance up the Caney in sufficient force to make it dangerous for them to remain at Matagorda.


Colonel Duff’s force will remain in observation until he ascertains

that the advance of the enemy up the country will be likely to interfere with his joining the main force, when he will at once march as rapidly as possible to effect a junction with them. Colonels Anderson and Gillespie’s command of State troops will take post immediately at Velasco, and send back their horses to the nearest point where they can be foraged, sending 1 man to each 5 horses, keeping mounted companies enough to perform picket duty between Velasco and San Luis Pass. Colonel Townes’ command will continue mounted and will continue to perform the duty they are now engaged in. General Slaughter is specially charged with the execution of

the orders with regard to the State troops, and will consult with General Bee and assist him in carrying out the arrangements above indicated between the Bernard and the San Luis Pass. General Slaughter will, of course, be under the orders of General Bee. The major-general commanding will leave Galveston to-morrow morning, via Houston, for the Caney.





By order o1 Maj. Gen. J. B. Magruder:







THEODORE HEERMANN,







Acting Chief Engineer, General Staff.


General Bee will not retreat from the Caney until the enemy, after

a fight, shall have forced him to do so. Should the enemy have retired toward Decrow’s Point, as reported in the last dispatches, General Bee will hasten the works of the Caney by all the means in his power. The order directing General Bee to send all the horses back 50 miles north of the Columbus railroad need not be executed, as he has reason to believe the enemy is advancing up the peninsula of

Matagorda, as long as they can be supplied where they are.





By order of Major-General Magruder:







THEODORE HEERMANN







Acting Chief Engineer, General Staff


Lieutenant Yancey will issue without a moment’s delay the necessary orders to insure the most prompt execution of the foregoing instructions, sending them by couriers on good horses, with orders to proceed to their several points of destination with the utmost dispatch.





By order of Maj. Gen. J. B. Magruder:







THEODORE HEERMANN,







Acting Chief Engineer, General Staff
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Chap XLVI.  LOUISIANA AND THE TRANS-MISSISSIPPI





HEADQUARTERS ARMY IN THE FIELD,






Camp Sidney Johnston, February 24, 1864
Brigadier-General SLAUGHTER,

Chief of Staff:


SIR:
I returned on yesterday from Matagorda. While there some

excitement was created by the appearance of a large gun-boat, which came to a point about 3 miles from the obstructions of Dog Island Bar, but returned in the afternoon. A false alarm that night was created by a boat that had been below with supplies for our pickets attempting to come in without making a proper signal. I inspected the gun-boats under the charge of Captain Marmion, and found them in as efficient state as their characters would admit of—boats clean, guns in good order, ammunition properly cared for; crew’s apparently efficient, marines having been lately detailed from the troops in the field, still new to their position, but all seemed ready to meet the enemy.


I found Captain Marmion an intelligent, industrious, and capable officer, his papers in good order and kept with system and regularity. He has rendered faithful service in putting the boats in a state of defense with the most limited means. It seems to me very probable that the enemy will attack with launches some dark night, and would respectfully suggest that an earth-work be erected on the shore to receive the two Dahlgren howitzers now on the schooners Dale

and Buckhardt, and that they be placed out of commission.


The position would command the obstructions on Dog Island Bar at close range. The vessels named are very good of their class, but very low on the water, carry but few men, and could be more easily boarded than the steamers. Captain Rugeley has a good company of about 60 men on duty at Matagorda. I was pleased with the condition and bearing of his men.





     Respectfully, your obedient servant,







H. P. BEE,












Brigadier- General.
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HEADQUARTERS SECOND BRIGADE, FIRST DIVISION,





Camp on Lavaca, February 27, 1864

Maj. T. MECHLING, 
Camp on Lavaca, February 27, 1864.

Assistant Adjutant- General:


I have the honor to report that the detail for Greer’s battery, as

also the prisoners Rowley and Carbro, were sent forward to Houston on the 23d instant, under charge of Lieutenant Ellis, Thirty-third Texas Cavalry. I have sent the 14 Yankees taken by Major Brackenridge to Bernard Station, to be carried to Houston under charge of Lieutenant Oge Thirty-third Texas Cavalry. I am satisfied there is but little change in the condition or strength of the forces at Indianola. Some change must be made soon, as the water there will soon be unfit for use, unless, indeed, heavy rains ensue to fill their cisterns, lakes, &c. The well water now used by them is very brackish and is much inferior to that obtained on the peninsula. A strong redoubt has been erected by the enemy near the courthouse, and rifle-pits have been dug where they could be made serviceable.


The officer sent with the flag of truce was able to obtain but little information, but by a little strategy he obtained a glimpse of their works, which he says are capable of containing 1,000 men; this is, as before stated, at the court-house, at the upper end of Newtown. I have as yet been unable to discover what defenses they have erected at the lower end. They have artillery placed so as to sweep the approaches to the town from the north and west. The communication of Captain Marmion, with the general’s endorsement, has just been received and the information required will be forwarded so soon as I can hear from Lavaca. I do not put much confidence in the information obtained from the residents on Sand Point.

Some of the people now residing there trim their sails to suit the times and will not do to depend upon always. I have ordered one of my men down to reconnoiter, who is well acquainted with that peninsula, and I trust to obtain some reliable information.





Very respectfully, your obedient servant,






JAMES DUFF,






Colonel, Commanding.
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CHAP. XLVI  LOUISIANA AND THE TRANS-MISSISSIPPI.







HEADQUARTERS THIRD SUB-DISTRICT,







Victoria, May 4, 1864
Brig. Gen. J. E. SLAUGHTER,

Chief of Staff:


SIR: I have the honor to state that I have just returned after a

week’s absence at Lavaca and Indianola. The information 1 have collected leaves me to believe that all the white troops except 200 or 300 cavalry have been removed from Saluria and sent to Louisiana. I think it entirely reliable that Warren’s brigade have left and that their place has been supplied by a regiment of colored troops. I am informed that the enemy have no confidence in their colored troops ; that Warren thought it unsafe to leave them at Saluria without white troops; that the negroes mutinied on account of their pay, $7 per month; that 1 was shot by an officer; that ~0 or 60 were court-martialed and sentenced to one, two, and three years on the Tortugas; that they absolutely refused to receive their pay, and that

numbers of them would desert if they had a chance; that the enemy have sixteen forts at Saluria, three fronting Broad Bayou, the remainder fronting the lower end of the island. The first three are mounted with six 24-pounders, one 12-pounder, one columbiad, and 32-pounder Parrott gun, the others with 12-pounder field pieces;

that Captain Deitz, of the Engineer Corps, who deserted from us, has plans of our works at Galveston and Velasco, and is now a member of General McClernand’s staff. While at Broad Bayou I counted three large steamers, one tug, one schooner then in the harbor; two schooners went out over the bar, one steamer (blockader) lying

outside. The best place to observe the enemy at Saluria is from Decrow’s Point. I am told they seldom visit the point and that it would be very easy for a scout to secrete himself in the sand-hills and keep informed of all their movements. A man named William Moore, Company K, Hobby’s regiment (at present detailed on the

J.F. Carr), volunteers his services for this duty. I respectfully suggest that Captain Marmion, commanding the Marine District, be directed to employ Moore as a scout. The only point of observation on this side of the bay is below Alligator Head, near Broad Bayou, about 10 miles from Powder Horn.


The road to this place is dangerous and difficult on account of the boggy land, and a thorough knowledg6 of the country is necessary to enable the scout to make his escape in case the enemy’s gun-boats should come up the bay. I deemed it important to place a good man at this point and one who is familiar with shipping, and therefore temporarily detailed Private Thomas Maine, Captain Woodward’s company, Waller’s battalion, Green’s brigade, to act as my scout at this point, and I respectfully request that application may be made for his permanent detail for this duty. The double-barrel guns sent me from Houston have arrived. These guns were sent in answer to my request to be supplied with fifty of the most suitable

arms for cavalry service. The enemy has long-range guns they can select their distance on the prairie and disable our men before we can get up to the range where the shotgun is effective. On the road to Powder Horn from this place there is scarcely a point for an ambush or an object that will afford the least protection to the men.


The country is an open prairie, and with all deference to the opinion of my superiors I beg leave to say that, in my opinion, for service on these prairies our cavalry ought to be provided with the longest range arms we can procure. If these shotguns can be exchanged for rifles I would be glad to do so; if not, we must do the best we can with such arms as we can get. I think it necessary that other troops should be ordered to this point. Having sent a portion of my force to Texana, I have but about 100 men in this immediate neighborhood. Captain Webb’s company, ordered to me on April 6, has not reported. Captain Cloud’s company ran

away to report to Colonel Ford. I am in hopes Captain Denman’s company of the reserve corps may yet be ordered here. I am in hopes also that Lieutenant-Colonel Mann’s battalion can be spared for service at this point. Should the enemy land 500 cavalry they could advance to this point and destroy this town with perfect im-

punity.


I am satisfied that the enemy are fully informed as to our strength here. Parties of negroes and deserters are continually going down to Saluria, and it will require all my present force to prevent this in the future. I therefore respectfully request that I may be re-enforced by Lieutenant-Colonel Mann’s battalion, if possible. The man Prouty mentioned in my communication from Lavaca as accused of giving information to the enemy was arrested near this place by my orders and placed under guard. Last night the guard was overpowered by some unknown parties and Prouty was taken out and hung. There is not the slightest doubt of

Prouty’s guilt, but I sincerely regret that the citizens should have taken this course for his punishment. I enclose papers* found on his person after his death. Judge Allen, of Indianola, has escaped from Saluria. I expect to get much valuable information from him, which I will forward as soon as received.


I have the honor to be, very respectfully, yours, &c.,








0.STEELE,





             Lieutenant- Colonel, Commanding.

Note: * Papers were not found
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HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT 13 TEXAS, &c.






Houston, June 6, 1864
Brigadier-General DRAYTON,

Commanding Second and Third Sub-Districts:


GENERAL: I am instructed by the major-general commanding to say that you will at once, without any delay, send your forces from Columbus, your artillery as well as troops of the line, to Matagorda, making all necessary arrangements to support them there. You will not, however, allow these arrangements to impede your

movement. The troops will move at once, relying on the grass, which is represented to be good in the vicinity of Matagorda. You can send your subsistence officers ahead to make necessary arrangements. On arriving at Matagorda you will direct the commanding officer of your troops to communicate with Commodore Leon Smith,

commanding the flotilla, or with Captain Marmion, should Commodore Smith be absent.


You will furnish the commanding officer of the marine department such protection as he may desire for his flotilla, and will also make every arrangement necessary for the defense of Matagorda. You will acknowledge the receipt of this order and report the number and composition of the troops ordered down by you, giving the name of commanding officer of the forces and sending copy of instructions furnished him by you.




I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,







E. P. TURNER,






Assistant Adjutant- General.
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HEADQUARTERS,






Columbus, June 9, 1864—4 p.m.

Capt. E. P. TURNER,

Assistant Adjutant- General, Houston:


CAPTAIN: The instructions from district headquarters of the 6th

instant, directing the movement upon Matagorda, reached me yesterday at 2 p.m., between Hallettsville and Victoria. I immediately retraced my steps, and will leave this in a few hours to overtake the artillery amid cavalry now en route for Matagorda via Elliott’s Ferry.


These troops are under the command of Major Nolan, and the effective number as follows:

Pyron’s regiment cavalry
269

Bradford’s battalion cavalry
271

Jones’ light battery

 72

Nichols’ light battery

 62


Total


674


Captain Poole’s unattached cavalry, 54 effectives, will leave tomorrow morning. Major Nolan has received orders to communicate with Commodore Smith, commanding flotilla, or in the event of the absence of this officer, with Captain Marmion, to co-operate with the commanding officer of the marine department, furnish protection to the flotilla if needed, and to make the best arrangements at his disposal for the defense of Matagorda and repulse of the enemy should he venture to land. When at Hallettsville on Tuesday, 7th instant, a gentleman just from Saluria stated that large fires had been seen at Saluria on Sunday, 5th instant, supposed to be the Yankees evacuating that post. I have received a communication from Lieutenant-Colonel Steele, of the 5th instant, who had just
reached Victoria from Indianola, where he had been on a scout, and he made 110 mention of any movement of the enemy, nor of any appearance of steamers within sight of Saluria or Indianola.


I have established a line of couriers between Columbus and Victoria. The line between Victoria and Colonel Ford’s headquarters will necessarily be delayed in consequence of the present movements. I have never received any orders directing the whole of Colonel Mann’s command to report to me. I have, nevertheless, ordered

him and his troops to this point for arms, preparatory to following the rest of the forces to Matagorda. I need transportation very much, and hope that Colonel Bankhead will be released from the court-martial at the earliest moment and ordered to join his command on the coast.






Very respectfully, your obedient servant,







THOS. F. DRAYTON,






Brigadier-General, Commanding.


P.S.—Lient. J. C. Mitchell, ordered to report to me by Special

Orders, No. 155, arrived here on the 6th instant, and returned to

Houston next day. If this officer is still at district headquarters,

Houston, I would be pleased to have him sent to me at Matagorda

with dispatch, as I am in need of staff officers.

